Dallas, Denton, and Tarrant Counties are three of the most populous counties in the State of Texas. The rate of uninsured people in these counties is about the same, but the way in which they care for these citizens is very different. In Texas, it is left to each county to have a health care plan for its indigent population. A person is described as indigent if he or she is deficient or completely lacking in something. In this case, the thing they are lacking is health insurance to help pay for the health care they need. The Texas 
counties have responsibility to, at a minimum, take care of those whose monthly income is below a certain level. Legally, this level is set at 17 percent of the national poverty line, but the bar is usually set by Legislature to be higher than this amount. The law requires counties to choose one of three options for the care of their indigent population:
Hospital Districts, Public Hospitals or County Indigent Health Care Programs (CIHCP).
In 1999, the Texas Legislature reformed the Act, giving counties more flexibility, more accountability, and new financial incentives to provide quality health care to their indigent populations. 3 Of these options, Dallas and Tarrant County currently have hospital districts, while Denton County has a County Indigent Health Care Program.
Health Insurance in Texas
The other information necessary to understand how health care is provided to residents of these counties is to get a glimpse of how residents of Texas get insured. Health insurance can be divided into two categories, based on who pays. Private insurance, which is paid for by employers, individuals, or some combination of the two, has no government funding involved. Insurance purchased for people by the government using tax dollars is public insurance. 3 In 1999, 56 percent of Texans were covered by private insurance. 4 Public insurance is paid for primarily by government funds. Most public insurance also requires a small contribution to the cost of the coverage. However, the government will not provide insurance to all of its citizens. To receive public insurance citizens must meet certain eligibility requirements based on age, income, or disability. These "eligibility standards" are not the same for every government program. The two major public health insurance programs run by government are Medicaid and Medicare, and a third, the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) is becoming more commonly used and could become a major government insurance program in coming years.
Medicaid
Medicaid provides insurance for low-income citizens including children, parents receiving cash welfare, pregnant women, adults and children with severe disabilities, elderly in need of nursing home care. It is important to note that Medicaid does not provide nursing home care, but does provide assistance to those in need of nursing home care. 3 Caton Fenz points out in "Providing Health Care to the Uninsured in Texas" that it is interesting to note a couple of groups not covered by Medicaid: low-income adults without children who are not blind or disabled, and low-income adults with children and who are not receiving cash welfare. 3 The misconception that Medicaid covers everyone who is poor is therefore not true, and shows a gap in the coverage provided by the government. Low-income, non-disabled adults, whether they have children or not, are very rarely covered by Medicaid and those people form a significant percentage of the uninsured population. Counties are left responsible for filling those gaps in coverage. 
Results
We have seen that one of the largest gaps in the health insurance coverage statewide is for young people. This is the area that we will be examining more closely. Because my area of interest is young people without insurance, we looked exclusively at people less than 25 years of age. We can look at the other demographic variables that align themselves with the percentages of the population that our model indicates are more likely to be indigent.
Three major areas that we will discuss in our exploration of these county indigent health care programs are prenatal care, infant mortality, and general death statistics. Based on the data from the query system, we can analyze these statistics through the lens of the Behavioral Model.
Prenatal Care
Prenatal care is important to the well-being and continued growth of the people. Prenatal care is one of the most frequently used health services in the United States, according to data from the 1995 National Medical Ambulatory Care Survey. The National Medical
Ambulatory Care Survey estimated that there were 23.3 million prenatal visits to physicians' offices, outpatient departments, or emergency departments in 1995.
Moreover, after the general medical examination, prenatal care is the most frequently cited preventive health service. Unfortunately, this is not always the case as in Dallas, Denton, and Tarrant County. County.
The goal of public health officials analyzing these tables is to make the rates as low as possible. At a minimum, their goal is to make sure that rates among the races are as close as possible to one another. Dallas County has lower rates of mortality for white and Hispanic citizens and citizens who describe their ethnicity as other, presumably Asian and Native American populations. However, the infant mortality rate among AfricanAmericans is almost double that of any other race. Whatever the cause, it leads to higher infant mortality rates across the board as compared to Hispanics and other populations overrepresented in the uninsured populations.
General Mortality Rates
Denton County had the highest infant mortality rate for our counties of interest among shows the mortality rates per 10,000 residents who describe themselves as white. shows the mortality rates from this demographic. The primary concern for Denton County public health officials should be the steady incline that has occurred in the mortality rate over the six year period. While it may not be practical to expect a mortality rate of 0.00 as in 1999, it is a goal worth aiming for.
This could perhaps be attributed to an increased African-American population in Denton
County.
Unfortunately, Denton County does not serve the residents who identify their race as
Hispanic or Other, which we again can infer includes those of Asian, Native American, and biracial decent. Figure 6 . and Figure 7 . show the mortality rates for residents of Hispanic and other racial heritages, respectively. . 8 We want to make sure that those who do not have insurance, and those that do, are able to work as much as possible. This allows them to make more money, allowing them to get raises to full-time jobs with health benefits for themselves and their families. Even if they are not able to get these promotions, allowing people to work more will allow them to be able to pay for their insurance out-of-pocket, which makes up 26 percent of health care payment among uninsured residents. 8 Having a health care program that fully serves as much of the county as possible leads to happier workers and happier voters. This allows your citizens to live a comfortable lifestyle and gives them the opportunity to focus more time on their families, work, and home life. Perhaps the first step to "reclaiming traditional American values" is to make it possible for
Americans to take their focus off of things like how they will afford the health care they need for their family, and allow them to put their focus on what they will have at the family dinner table tonight and spending more time with their children.
The Situation in Denton County
Denton County must take steps to make access to prenatal care more equitable. Hispanic and African-American mothers have inadequate prenatal care at rates close to 25 percent higher than white mothers. More specific research would need to be done following the Behavioral Model for Vulnerable Populations to see if there are other enabling factors that prevent these groups from having access to prenatal care excluding the possession of health insurance. This research would be necessary because it is interesting to note that those who identify their race as something other than white, Hispanic, or AfricanAmerican have access to prenatal care at about equal rates as white residents in Denton
County. The county should take responsibility for making sure that everyone has adequate prenatal care so that every child who is born in Denton County has an equal chance at a successful life. The infant mortality rates mirror the rates of inadequate prenatal care in some ways. While Hispanics were typically among the worst groups in terms of prenatal care, their infant mortality rates are comparable to their birth rates.
Denton County still has a major problem with infant mortality among the African- 
